


      Date Filed: June 29, 2023 
 
CITY & COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO  
BOARD OF APPEALS 
 

PRELIMINARY STATEMENT FOR APPEAL NO. 23-031     
 
I / We, Deetje Boler, hereby appeal the following departmental action: ISSUANCE of Order for Tree Removal by 
Private Entity Order No. 209224  by the San Francisco Public Works, Bureau of Urban Forestry which was 

issued or became effective on: June 16, 2023, to: St. Francis Square Cooperative, for the property located at: 

1345 Ellis Street.  
 

BRIEFING SCHEDULE:  
 
Appellant's Brief is due on or before:  4:30 p.m. on July 13, 2023, (no later than three Thursdays prior to the hearing 
date). The brief may be up to 12 pages in length with unlimited exhibits.  It shall be double-spaced with a minimum 12-
point font.  An electronic copy shall be emailed to: boardofappeals@sfgov.org, julie.rosenberg@sfgov.org, 
chris.buck@sfdpw.org, manager@sfsquare.org and office@sfsquare.org 
 
Respondent's and Other Parties' Briefs are due on or before: 4:30 p.m. on July 27, 2023, (no later than one Thursday 
prior to hearing date).  The brief may be up to 12 pages in length with unlimited exhibits.  It shall be doubled-spaced 
with a minimum 12-point font.  An electronic copy shall be emailed to: boardofappeals@sfgov.org, 
julie.rosenberg@sfgov.org, chris.buck@sfdpw.org deetje@aol.com 
 
Hard copies of the briefs do NOT need to be submitted to the Board Office or to the other parties. 
 
Hearing Date: Wednesday, August 2, 2023, 5:00 p.m., Room 416 San Francisco City Hall, 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett 
Place.  The parties may also attend remotely via Zoom.  Information for access to the hearing will be provided before the 
hearing date. 
 
All parties to this appeal must adhere to the briefing schedule above, however if the hearing date is changed, the briefing 
schedule MAY also be changed. Written notice will be provided of any changes to the briefing schedule.  
 
In order to have their documents sent to the Board members prior to hearing, members of the public should email all 
documents of support/opposition no later than one Thursday prior to hearing date by 4:30 p.m. to 
boardofappeals@sfgov.org.  Please note that names and contact information included in submittals from members of the 
public will become part of the public record. Submittals from members of the public may be made anonymously.  
 
Please note that in addition to the parties' briefs, any materials that the Board receives relevant to this appeal, including 
letters of support/opposition from members of the public, are distributed to Board members prior to hearing. All such 
materials are available for inspection on the Board’s website at www.sfgov.org/boa. You may also request a hard copy of 
the hearing materials that are provided to Board members at a cost of 10 cents per page, per S.F. Admin. Code Ch. 67.28.  
 
 
 
The reasons for this appeal are as follows:  
 
Not Submitted. 
 

Appellant or Agent: 
 

Signature: Via Email 
 

Print Name: Deetje Boler, appellant 
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San Francisco Public Works 
  General   D

49 South Van Ness Ave., Suite 1600
San Francisco, CA 94103

          (628) 2713160    www.SFPublicWorks.org 

Public Works Order No: 208224 

The Director of Public Works held a Public Hearing on Monday May 22, 2023, commencing at 5:30 PM via 
teleconference to consider items related to tree removals. The hearing was held through videoconferencing to 
allow remote public comment. 

The hearing was to consider Order No. 208103 for the removal of fifteen (15) significant trees on private 
property and removal of one (1) street tree with partial replacement adjacent to 1345 Ellis St. Permit no. 
789225. Staff partially approved the removal and the public protested. Staff had partially denied some of the 
removals and the applicant appealed. 

Findings: 

The hearing posting stated:  The removal of fifteen (15) significant trees on private property and removal of one 
(1) street tree with partial replacement adjacent to 1345 Ellis St. Permit no. 789225. 

In summary, five trees were denied for removal.  Ten trees were approved for removal, with replacement of 
four.  The Significant trees are all Populus nigra 'Italica'; Lombardy Poplar trees. The significant trees 
recommended for removal exhibited a variety of deficiencies, including rot and decay, poor structure, heavy 
canopies and large cavities.  Site conditions and spacing limited the number of replacement trees. 

The street tree recommended for removal at 1355 Laguna is in poor condition.  While its structure is fair, it has a 
poor live crown ratio and is in decline.  The recommendation is to remove and replace. 

Ms. Connie Ford and Ms. Nancy Nagano owners at the St. Francis coop spoke in favor of the staff 
recommendations and the and noted that branches had fallen during the recent storms.  Although there were 
no injuries, the trees are adjacent to a parking lot and a nearby childcare center. 

The St Francis Co
that report, Ms. Tiona Mitchell, General Manager of the St. Francis Cooperative submitted a letter stating that 
the Cooperative supported the recommendations of the Department as an acceptable compromise. 

Ms. Deeje Boler objected to the removal of the street tree and noted that the address was wrong, that notices 
were missing on Popular trees and questioned the need to remove the trees. 

Mr. John Nulty noted that the address was wrong and submitted a followup email.  Ms. Stacy confirmed that 
the address listed was the opposite side of the street.  However, the Hearing Officer deems the clerical error to 
be harmless. 



that a fallen branch is not sufficient reason to remove the trees. 

Mr. Michael Nulty noted that it is easy to 
should not be sufficient cause.  He said that the trees are living things and need to be respected.  He did not 
believe they are hazards. 

Staff confirmed the Significant trees are physically addressed as 1320 X Ellis Street. 

Recommendation:

After consideration of correspondence and testimony provided, the recommendation is to uphold the staff 
recommendation and permit ten (10) Significant trees to be removed with replacement of four. The street tree 
is approved for removal with replacement. 

Appeal: This Order may be appealed to the Board of Appeals within 15 days of June 16, 2023. 

Board of Appeals  
49 South Van Ness Ave. suite 1475 (14th Floor) 
San Francisco, CA 94103  
Phone: 628.652.1150 Email: Boardofappeals@sfgov.org  
NOTE: Office visits by appointment only. 

More information about how to file an appeal can be obtained by calling 6286521150 or by emailing the Board 
of Appeals at Boardofappeals@sfgov.org. For additional information on the San Francisco Board of Appeals and 
to view the Appeal Process Overview, please visit their website at http://sfgov.org/bdappeal/ 

X
Interim Director

@SigAnk1       

















Submission – Arguments from Deetje Boler, re: Appeal No. 23-031, Boler vs. SFPW-BUF 

 

 

These Poplars are a significant asset to the surrounding community as well as to the residents of St. Francis 

Square.  

 

Most obviously, they are a significant aesthetic benefit – beautiful to see and watch as the wind sweeps the sky 

with the leaves twinkling sunlight.  

 

The trees serve as a welcome windbreak from the strong prevailing winds coming east from the 

ocean.  Conversely, the applicants’ own arborist report of December 2021 predicted hazardous results prior to 

the storms, and none of those predictions came to pass. 

 

Generally, trees' benefits to the city air are essential. Here, specifically, they are clearing the air of residential 

exhausts from all the buildings and from the polluting exhaust from the constant car traffic on the streets below. 

Laguna Street runs along the eastern boundary of St. Francis Square, and Ellis Street runs along the southern 

boundary, with cars backed up for blocks at commute hours, waiting their turn at the stop signs at the 

intersection of Laguna and Ellis.  

 

Besides ameliorating the excessive car exhausts, the trees bring purer air to the City around the clock.  

 

The trees' branches provide sanctuary for the many birds that come and go -- from the ocean's seagulls to No. 

Beach's red-masked parakeets, from the crows to the ravens, the hummingbirds to the sparrows, the finches, the 

bush tits, and whichever others of those sky-riding creatures that come and go as they will.  

 

These trees provide a degree of welcome privacy to St. Francis Square's parking lot and residents from the 

dead-end Ellis Street's parking traffic and neighborhood foot traffic over to the Fillmore District for shopping, 

Farmers Market, etc.  All these benefits are an asset for the exclusive residential St. Francis Square to share with 

the residents of the surrounding community, which lost public space due to the Sixties' Redevelopment program 

of the Fillmore that permanently closed St. Francis Square's blocks of Buchanan and O'Farrell streets to any 

traffic).  

Even the applicants' own December 2021 arborist report notes that 10 of the 15 trees are in fair condition; 

The more trees that are left standing, the better it will be for the remaining trees, for residents of the Square, for 

the surrounding community, and for the environment which (as we are all increasingly becoming aware) needs 

all the help it can get. 

if any trees are to be cut down, it should be done only gradually, with time between each 'removal' so as to 

protect the health of the remaining trees, if only because of the critical life-giving interconnections between 

their roots with one another.    

Regarding their roots, it should be noted that this row of trees stands less than two yards from the sidewalk and 

they have not buckled the sidewalk – as it has been in other parts of the neighborhood. 

 

The more trees that are left standing there, the better for the remaining ones: the trees are even -- and especially 

-- interconnected underground by their roots, communicating with and helping each other. 

 

And, of course, the more trees that are left standing, the better for the residents and for the environment, as we 

are all learning better and better, day by day, season by season. We must keep all our trees as best we can. 

 









Submission – Photos of Notice and Poplar Trees re: Appeal No. 23-031, Boler vs. 

SFPW-BUF 
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Submission – Photos of Notice and Poplar Trees re: Appeal No. 23-031, Boler vs. 
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Submission – Photos of Notice and Poplar Trees re: Appeal No. 23-031, Boler vs. 

SFPW-BUF 
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